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PRELIMINARY REMARKS 

MS Patent Application 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria VA, 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This paper provides Applicant's Preliminary Remarks in the above captioned application, 
which is filed concurrently herewith. 
L Changes from Parent Application 

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.51, 1.53, and 1.63 (d) the enclosed 
Specification has been modified from the parent document (i.e. application number 09/894,058) 
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as indicated below. Unless otherwise indicate all page numbering refers to the parent 
application, i.e. No. 09/894,058). Applicant believes that no new matter is entered by these 
modifications. 

A. The paragraph at page 2, line 1, has been amended as follows: 

"This is a divisional application of copending application Serial No. 09/894,058, filed 
June 28, 2001, that claims rpriority to] the benefit of Provisional Application Serial No. 60/215, 
599 filed June 30, 2000." 

B. The original claims have be replaced with new claims 1-22. 

II. Rational and support for changes 

Applicant notes that the Specification filed herewith is modified with respect to the 
specification originally filed in patent application number 09/894,058 in order to reference the 
parent and priority applications. 

Applicant further notes that the current claims, 1-22, find support in the original 
Specification as indicated in Table 1, below. Additionally, claims 1, 4, and 22 are modified to 
bring them into alignment with amendments made during the prosecution of the parent 
application. 



TABLE 1 



Current Claim 
Number 


Support in original Specification (Le. Application No. 09/894,058) 


1-5 


Original claims 27-31 respectively; original Specification, page 9, lines 1-9 


6 


Original claim 2 


7 


Original claim 3 


8 


Original claim 5 


9 


Original claim 6 


10, 11 


Original Specification at page 19, lines 1-6 


12 


Original claim 9 


13 


Original claim 13 
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Current Claim 

Numhpr 

1" UII1UCI 


Support in original Specification (Le. Application No. 09/894,058) 


14 
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16 
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17 


f^ricyirml f iQim 1 S 


18 


Original claim 1 6 


19, 20 


Original Specification at page 19, lines 13-15 


21 


Original claims 16 and 19 


22 


Original claim 32 and original Specification, page 9, lines 1-9 



It is believed that no additional fee is due; however, should any additional fees under 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.16 to 1.21 be required for any reason relating to the enclosed materials, the 
Commissioner is authorized to deduct said fees from Deposit Account No. 
01-2508/11 362.001 6.DVUS01. 



Applicant respectfully submits that the claims are in proper form and condition for 
allowance. Applicant requests that the claims be allowed and the application advanced to issue. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned Patent Agent at (713) 787-1589 with 
any questions, comments or suggestions relating to the referenced patent application. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Matthew L. Madsen 
Reg. No. 45,594 

HOWREY SIMON ARNOLD & WHITE, LLP Patent Agent for Assignee 

750 Bering Drive MONSANTO TECHNOLOGY LLC 

Houston, Texas 77057-2198 

(713) 787-1400 

Date: Q cloW 11, Z ° o7 > 
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